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ABSTRACT : Agriculture, in India, is strongly affected by two major hydro-meteorological disasters,
namely drought and flood. As a result drought is considered as one of the biggest menace to agriculture
among all weather related crisis. Keeping this in view present study was carried out to analyse the
impact of drought on agriculture in North-Karnataka. Study was based on primary data collected
using pretested schedule. Data was analysed using tabular analysis. Results of the study revealed
that 97.50 per cent of the responded that drought cause’s very high reduction in household income
and it causes unemployment. Majority of respondents opinioned that population migration (37.50 %)
and conflicts for water in the society (18.75 %) was very high due to drought. Drought had very high
impact on some of the parameters such as declining in ground water level (85 %), created water
scarcity (71.25 %), average temperature was increased (18.75 %) and degraded pasture (6.25 %).
During normal year farmers were able to get 4.39 q, 3.16 q, 3.18 q, 8.28 q, 4.89 q, 3 q, 3.89 q, 10 q, 9.85 q,
4.55 q and 4.62 q of Jowar, Wheat, Bajra, maize, Tur, Greengram, Chickpea, Groundnut, Cotton, Sunflower
and Safflower, respectively. But during drought years yield levels of the crops was less. About 74.28
per cent less yield was obtained in case of Bajra followed by 61.34 per cent reduction in Tur yield. In
case of Belagavi district, farmers were able to get 53.26 per cent reduction in Jowar yield. Farmers were
able to get 15.52 quintal and 12.11 quintals of maize during normal and drought years, respectively.
Due to drought farmers were carried out double sowing. About 31.66 per cent and 20 per cent of the
respondents were able to carry double sowing in Vijayapura and Belagavi districts, respectively.
Majority of the farmers said that in order to overcome the drought they search for alternative source
of income (71.25 %) and store the crops for future consumption (70 %). Other alternative preparative
measures adopted by farmers are storing of crop residue for livestock, growing less water consuming
crops, selling of some livestock’s and migrated for alternative source of employment.
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